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Background
A walkabout wagsonductedin Logan WV on September3? 2008 to assess the

walkabhlity of the business districtThe event was initiated byest Virginia on the

Move (WVOM), through funding provided by Logan Healthcare Foundation, Inc. Local
participation was coordinated through Shannon Meade at Logan County Family
Resource NetworkHRN) and through an article in The Logan Banner.

Purpose
The purpose of the walkabout was to walk through the business district with local

citizens to identify positive and negative aspects of the walking environment in their
community in order to identy areas for improvement. Walkable communities are
perceived to be more livable and are seen as communities that promote healthier
lifestyles. Ultimately, the community benefits from economic development and
healthier citizens.

Participants
WVOMwas repesented by Ron E@nd Shannon Holland. Loaatizenspresentwere

Robin Weiner/ KA f RNByYy Qa hatdSNadaroOMeadelbdark Baghijy
Resource Network-RN Coordinator

The Walkabout

The group started at the PRIDE building and walke8tceitton toward town. This was
a short walk through an older residential neighborhodebr the most part, this is an
attractive neighborhood While sidewalks were present on both sides of the street,
some sectionsvere not weltmaintainedand presentedripping hazards for
pedestrians

The group also approached town from the south along WV Route 10. This is not a
pedestrianfriendly corridor. The only sidewalk is on the east side of the r¢gdjure 1)

The sidewalk abuts the pavement and there iseggially no shoulder on the roadway.
On the outside of the sidewalk is a low retaining wall.

As the sidewalk approaches the business district, the situation becomes even less
pedestrian friendly. Due to the arrangement of Route 10 and the locadtstréhe
sidewalk in effect becomes a narrow island between streams of motor vehicle traffic
(Figure 2) Group members felt uncomfortable walking on teéstion of sidewalk since
motor vehicles were in close proximity on both sidéshem.

The sidewk island terminated at a busy fiseg intersection with a wide expanse of
pavement. Portions of the intersectionare shown in Figure3 and 4 Not only can
pedestriananot proceed in the direction they were headdalt crossing pedestrians
face numeros traffic conflicts; the assignment of rigbt-way is not clear.There are no
markedcrosswalks at this intersectidirigure 4)
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The overall impression of downtown Logan is that automobiles, trucks, motorcycles and
four-wheelers have priority and pedgians are simply an afterthought and are not
welcome. While this may be a harsh assessment, the paragraphs below provide the
basis for the conclusion.

As noted above, crosswalks are generally lacking at intersections. Curb ramps, required
by the Ameicans with Disabilities Act (AQA)ay or may not be present a@owntown
intersections. Even where present, construction and maintenance details appear to be
neglected. Figure 5 shows a siddkthat is ramped to the street.u2 to pavement
resurfacing ad deteriorationthere is a significant difference in elevatibetween the

ramp and the street. The elevation differena@sate both accessibility and safety
problemsfor pedestrians Figure 6 shows a newly constructed curb ramp with the
required truncated dome detectable warnings. Howevatrthe base of the ramp &
drainage inlet with openings large enough to catch a crutch/cane tip or the wheel of a
wheelchair.

Another example of the attention given to motorized vehicles at the expense of
pedestrians is shown in Figure Klotorcycles are being displayed on the sidewalk
outsideof a store However, since the sidewalk is relatively narrove, thotorcycles
restrict pedestrian passage to essentially single file. The fire hydrant is a comstricti
such that at that point, there is not the required three feet of passage needed for a
wheelchair. This represents an ADA violation.

Although attractive and colorful banners had been erected (Figuretherwise, little
attention was given to thaesthetic appeal of the business district. With a few
exceptions, downtown storefronts/window displays were not wakintained.
Attractive and interesting window displays create an inviting downtown.

Thee is another way in which windows have a pisiteffect on pedestrian activity.

¢tKS O2yOSLIJi 2F aSeSa 2y (KS adaNBSG¢ Aa I+ OKl
neighborhoods. This meathat windows should face sidewalks to give pedestrians the

perception that people in the buildings can and arekiog out for them. In downtown

Logan, the group observed buildings where the windows had lbegaredand where

the windows had been coated with a mirrbke material (Figur®) which has the effect

of creating an opaque surface.

At leastone midblock crosswalk was noted downtown. It also appeared to be an
afterthought with no attention given to pedestrian accessibility or safety. For example,
Figure 10 shows the midblock crosswaitkMain Streenear the DMV offices. Note that

since the crosswalk lacks a curb ramp, it is not accessible, even though it is located next
to a disabled parking stall. Lack of a curb ramp here represents an ADA violation. In
addition, the parking stall immediately upstream of the crosswalk creates a safety

hazard. As shown in Figure 11, when a large vehicle (such as a pickup truck, van or SUV)
is parked in the stall, approaching motorists cannot see pedestrians in the crosswalk in
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time to be able to yield to them as required by state |a@imilarly, pedestans are not
able to check for oncoming traffic without venturing out into the street.

The group observed a large number of driveways downtown as welicescurb cuts
(Figure 12) Both of these serve to discourage walking. Driveways and curb cuts
represent potential conflicts between vehicles and pedestrians. With wide curb cuts,
vehicle paths are not predictable, creating uncomfortable situationpéatestrians
Development and enforcement of an access management policy in the City of Logan
would promote walkability.

The Island is an important destination in Logan since the schools are located there along
with the track at the high school. Residents like to use the track for walking.
Consequently, the group walked from the business distodhe Island. Once again,

this route favored motor vehicles over pedestrians.

The intersection of Diregs, Stratton andVater Streetga portion of which is shown in
Figure 13proved to be difficult to cross due to itdfset geometry, high traffic volumes
and lack of marked crosswalkgvalking north toward The Island &Nater Street,
pedestrians encounter a situation noted previously, that is, the sidewalk apparently
ends at an intersectiofFigure 14) Figure 15 provides additional detail. dhat there
is a sidewalk alonthe street here. However, to resume walking onistisidewalk
pedestrians must either walk in the street or walk through the driveway for the fast
food restaurant.In either case, they are exposed to dangerous confliitis motor
vehicles.

As noted earlier, the high school dhe Island has a traciEigure 16hich is a popular

place for residents to walkAsthe photograph showsthe track is paved and wide.

There are lightsbut one local representativ®2 Y A A RSNBSR G(GKS (N} O] ayz2i
reported that The Island closes at 10:00 pm.

Summary
With its interesting and historic buildings and narrow streets that keep vehicle speeds

low, downtown Logan has the potential to be a very walkat@dghborhood However,
whether by design or lack of attention to details, downtown Logan gives priority to
motor vehicles. In a walkable community, pedestrians are placed on equal status with
other transportation system userslo create a walkable downtowaftention needs to

be paid tothe areasoutlined below It is recognized that implementing these
recommendations involves not only technical and financial challenges but also
challenges in terms of cooperation and coordination between the City, properters

and visitors to downtown.
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Recommendations

1. Remove or relocate sidewalk obstacles/obstructiqrdo that pedestrians can
move about safely and conveniently, it is important to pay attentiositewalk
width. Where possible, try to reave or relocate obstructions in the walkway
including the portions of parked vehicles that extend over the sidewadk.
wheelchair access, there must be at least 3 feet of width; five feet is the
desirable minimum width.

2. InstallADAcompliant curb renps at each intersection and marked midblock
crosswalk

3. Crosswalks should be markedcatrtainintersections to delineate desired
pedestrian paths

4. Pay d@tention to sidewalk surface detailddracked and broken sidewalk sect®n
and the elevation diffeznces created by heaved or settled slabs should be
systematically repairedln addition to making sections of sidewalks inaccessible
to the disabled, such conditions create tripping hazards for all pedestrians and a
liability exposure for the City and pgrerty owners.

5. Sidewalks should be continuousStuations like that shown in Figures 14 ans 1
should be corrected.

6. Storefront windows should be preserved and attractive window displays
encouraged! SAUGKSUGAO0A YR aSeSa ifpgrtait®S &G NBSQ ¢
pedestrians. Storefront windows are a key to attaining both of these goals.

7. An access management policy should be developed and enforced
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Resources

Peggy Pings, Outdoor Recreation Planner
Rivers & Trails Program, National Park Servic
P.O. Box 6125, Morgantown, WV 2658625
Phone:(304) 2937528

Email: mpings@wvu.edu

Mike Pollard, Logan County WVU Extension Agent
E-mail: MSPollard@mail.wvu.edu

Bill Robinson, WVDOT, State Trails Coordinator
Phone: (304) 558615

HatfieldMcCoy Trail System, (800) 59217

Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAf) mission of the West Virginia LTAP Center
is to foster a safe and efficient transportation ®m which enhances the economic
development of West Virginia by improving skills and increasing knowledge of the
transportation workforce and decision makers. This includes technical assistance with
respect to walkability, pedestrian facilities and traSafety.

Website: wvltap.wvu.edu

Ron Eck: Senior Advisor, WVLT®@iRi and Environmental Engineering, West Virginia
University

Phone: (304) 293031, ext 2627

Email: Ronald.Eck@mail.wvu.edu

Enginees Without Borders (EWB) at WV$ a chapter of the noprofit humanitarian
organization established to partner with developing communities worldwide in order to
improve their quality of life. This partnership involves the implementation of sustainable
engineering projects, while involving and training internationally responsible engineers
and engineering students.

Email.CEMREWB @mail.wvu.edu

Website:http://ewb. studentorgs.wvu.edu

The Federal Highway Administration repBailswith-Trails: Lessons Learn@dterature
Review, Current Practices, Conclusions)
Report available atwww.fhwa.dot.@v/environment/rectrails/rwt/

West Virginia Rails to Trails Council
Website:www.wvrtc.org
Email:bikenhike@qillumhouse.com

Walkability Assessment Logan, WV Published Apri2009


mailto:mpings@wvu.edu
mailto:MSPollard@mail.wvu.edu
mailto:Ronald.Eck@mail.wvu.edu
mailto:CEMR-EWB@mail.wvu.edu
http://ewb.studentorgs.wvu.edu/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/rectrails/rwt/
http://www.wvrtc.org/
mailto:bikenhike@gillumhouse.com

Raik to Trails Conservaneys a nonprofit organization working with communities to
preserve unused rail corridors by transforming them into trails, enhancing the health of
America's environment, economy, neighborhoods and people.
Website:www.Railstotrails.org

Phone: (202) 339696

Safe Routes to Schodlhe program provides funds for infrastructure changes to create
safe routes to school that are within two miles of & lschool. Information about
WVDOT grant programs for sidewalks, trails and othermoiorized activities can be
found at:

Website: http://www.wvdot.com/3_roadways/rp/3d5_intermodal.htm

The Pedestrian andi&cle Information Center (PBIQ$ a national clearinghouse for
information about health and safety, engineering, advocacy, education, enforcement,
access, and mobility for pedestrians (including transit users) and bicyclists. The PBIC
serves anyone itrested in pedestrian and bicycle issues, including planners, engineers,
private citizens, advocates, educators, police enforcement, and the health community.
Website: www.walkinginfo.org
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Figure 2.Sidewalk on East Side of Route 10 Becomes an Island as It Approaches
Downtown.
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Figure 3.Termination Point for the Island Shown in Figure 2.

Figure4. North Side of Intersection Shown in Figure 3. Note Lack of Painted
Crosswalks.
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Figure 5.Change in Elevation at Base of Curb Ramp Due to Resurfacing and Pavement
Deterioration.

Figure 6.New Curb Ramp with Required Truncated Domes but with Drainage Grate at
Base of Ramp.
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