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Background
A walkabout was conducted in Chapmanville, WV on September 22, 2008ctssdbe

walkability of certain areas in the community. The event was initiated by West Virginia
on the Move (WVOM), through funding provided by Logan Healthcare Foundation, Inc.
Local participation was coordinated through Shannon Meade at Logan Coumily Fa
Resource Network (FRN) and through an article in The Logan Banner.

Purpose
The purpose of the walkabout was to walk through the community with local citizens to

identify positive and negative aspects of the walking environment in their community in
order to identify areas for improvement. Walkable communities are perceived to be
more livable and are seen as communities that promote healthier lifestyles. Ultimately,
the community benefits from economic development and healthier citizens.

Participants
WVOM was represented by Ron Eck, Shannon Holland and Peggy Ping<itizeosl

presentincluded Robin Weingtf KA f RNBY Q& hSi@nhub MdadeLofak+ A 4 2 Y
Family Resource Netwo(kRN Coordinator Jamie MullensTown ofChapmanville

Sally Stings Town ofChapmanvilleHerkey LoveTown ofChapmanvilleBrian

Kirkendol) grant writer; Walt Cannonrecreation center directgrand Jean Ray

concerned citizen.

Community Discussion

In an open discussion at the municipal building in Chapttiangrior to the walkabout

it was apparent thatesdentswere engaged about walking. Local representatives
indicated that it is now common to see people walking in the neighborhood area behind
the school and around the high school trackhemain raad through town has a

sidewalk, although local representatives expressed concern that it was too narrow.

The Walkabout

Grant writer Brian Kirkendoll wanted to show the groue vision for a walking path

along theGuyandotte Rrer from the school to th&est Western Motel south of town.
Thee is access to a river terrace from behind the schéodure 1 shows portions of the
path from the school and the terracdhe terrace haample width to accommodate a
path (Figure 2) However, some sedimentatiamas notedon the terrace, indicating that
the river had risen to this level at some point recently and flooding would be a concern.
As depicted in Figusel and3, g NOAOA LI yia y20SR 0ANBa | yR
and along the banks. Wasnoted that development of the riverfront would provide a
new perspective on the river. Experience around the country has demonstrated that
this new perspective generates prideand concern for theiver and promotes viewing

the river as a resource artat cleanup of the river occurs in a relatively short period

of time.
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The groupthen drove to ariverfront access/green spa@ea South of this aredhe
aforementioned terrace on the west sidé thie river no longer existsuwe to thelocation

of US 19 (Corridor G). The are several bridge piers in this area and the earth and rock
fill on the south end of the bridge slopsteeply to the river.Some of these obstacles

are shown in Figure 4Developing a pathway under the bridge and around the hahw

fill preserts engineering challenges. Ideas suggested included suspending a portion of
the path from the underside of the bridge and building a boardviglie walkway on

the outside of the fill, above the rivelRon Eck noted that in Richmond, Virgira
pedestrian bridge is suspended beneath a highway bridge crossing the James River
(Figures 5 and 6 present images of this arrangemdd@mentioned thatfinding a way

for the trail to negotiatethis areamight make a suitable project for the WVU Hregars
Without Borders student group.

The groupthen drove south to the Best Western motel. Although heavily vegetated,
there is a narrow terrace area above the river in this area with scenic iégusre?).

Due to the thick vegetation, it was not pgrent if there was another terrace closer to
the river. With parking potentially available at the motel, this would make a logical trail
head location. It was estimated that total length of the ti@kween the school and the
motel would be approximatly one mile.

The groupalso examined a level open area along the railroad tracks on the east side of

town. As shown in Figus8 and 9 gven the terrain andhe lack of ay obstructions

such as buildings and thick vegetation, this aresgramise fortrail or walking path

development. Since therail lineis aefiv & dzOK | Fl OAft A& g2dAZ R 6S
0NJ Af dé of theketrdilSarebeingBeveloped each year, railroads usually object

to trails adjacent to active rail lines. Theredpspecial efforts are needed to

demonstrate that the trail can safely exist with the rail lifl&ee Resources)

Summary
West Virginia on the Movevas pleased by the largarnout of interested and

concerned local representatives. Such enthusiasmvidking and biking and the

facilities which support them is a positive sign. The focus on trails and the connections
they provide, not only in town but to other parts of the county as well, is commendable.
Based on the walkabout, bothtrail along theriver andatrail along the railroad appear
feasible. It is also apparent that each offers technical and institutional challenges that
must be overcome.

Time did not permita walkabout through the business and residential areas of tovin. |

desirad, another walkabout through the business and residential areas dmitibne to
assess the walkability of these aresasd potentially fruitful connections.
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Recommendations

1. Pursue development of a trail along the river
2. Pursue development of a tilaalong the railroad
Resources

Peggy Pings, Outdoor Recreation Planner
Rivers & Trails Program, National Park Service
P.O. Box 6125, Morgantown, WV 2658625
Phone:(304) 2937528

E-mail: mpings@wvu.edu

Mike Pollard, Logan County WVU Extension Agent
Email: MSPollard@mail.wvu.edu

Bill Robinson, WVDOT, State Trails Coordinator
Phone: (304) 558615

HatfieldMcCoy Trail System, (800) 59217

Local Technical Assance Program (LTARhe mission of the West Virginia LTAP Center
is to foster a safe and efficient transportation system which enhances the economic
development of West Virginia by improving skills and increasing knowledge of the
transportation workfore and decision makers. This includes technical assistance with
respect to walkability, pedestrian facilities and traffic safety.

Website: wvltap.wvu.edu

Ron Eck: Senior Advisor, WVLT®@iRi and Environmental Engineering, West Virginia
University

Phme: (304) 293031, ext 2627

E-mail: Ronald.Eck@mail.wvu.edu

Engineers Without Borders (EWB) at WAi&Ja chapter of the noprofit humanitarian
organization established to partner with developing comntiesiworldwide in order to
improve their quality of life. This partnership involves the implementation of sustainable
engineering projects, while involving and training internationally responsible engineers
and engineering students.

Email. CEMREWB@mail.wvu.edu

Website:http://ewb.studentorgs.wvu.edu
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The Federal Highway Administration repBailswith-Trails: Lessons Learn@dterature
Review, Current Practs, Conclusions)
Report available atwww.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/rectrails/rwt/

West Virginia Rails to Trails Council
Website:www.wvrtc.org
Email:bikenhike@qillumhouse.com

Rails to Trails Conservanag a nonprofit organization working with communities to
preserve unused rail corridors by transforming thertoitrails, enhancing the health of
America's environment, economy, neighborhoods and people.
Website:www.Railstotrails.org

Phone: (202) 339696

Safe Routes to Schodlhe program provides funder infrastructure changes to create
safe routes to school that are within two miles of & lkchool. Information about
WVDOT grant programs for sidewalks, trails and othermortorized activities can be
found at:

Website: http://www.wvdot.com/3_roadways/rp/3d5_intermodal.htm

The Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center (PB$G) national clearinghouse for
information about health and safety, engineering, advocacy, edusca@nforcement,

access, and mobility for pedestrians (including transit users) and bicyclists. The PBIC
serves anyone interested in pedestrian and bicycle issues, including planners, engineers,
private citizens, advocates, educators, police enforcemerd,the health community.
Website: www.walkinginfo.org
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Figure 1.Part of Path from School and Portion of Terrace Along Guyandotte River in
Chapmanville.

Figure 2. Portion of Terrace AloGgyandotteRiver Near School.
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Figure 3. Guyandotte River in Chapmanville with Items of Garbage in River.

Figure 4. Obstacles frailLocation Created by Bridge Piers and ReadFill at South
Endof US 119 Bridge Structure.
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