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Background 
A walkabout was conducted in Chapmanville, WV on September 22, 2008 to assess the 
walkability of certain areas in the community.  The event was initiated by West Virginia 
on the Move (WVOM), through funding provided by Logan Healthcare Foundation, Inc. 
Local participation was coordinated through Shannon Meade at Logan County Family 
Resource Network (FRN) and through an article in The Logan Banner. 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of the walkabout was to walk through the community with local citizens to 
identify positive and negative aspects of the walking environment in their community in 
order to identify areas for improvement. Walkable communities are perceived to be 
more livable and are seen as communities that promote healthier lifestyles. Ultimately, 
the community benefits from economic development and healthier citizens. 
 
Participants 
WVOM was represented by Ron Eck, Shannon Holland and Peggy Pings.  Local citizens 
present included Robin Weiner, /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ; Shannon Meade, Logan --- 
Family Resource Network (FRN) Coordinator; Jamie Mullens, Town of Chapmanville; 
Sally Stollings, Town of Chapmanville; Herkey Love, Town of Chapmanville; Brian 
Kirkendoll, grant writer; Walt Cannon, recreation center director; and Jean Ray, 
concerned citizen.     
 
Community Discussion 
In an open discussion at the municipal building in Chapmanville, prior to the walkabout, 
it was apparent that residents were engaged about walking.  Local representatives 
indicated that it is now common to see people walking in the neighborhood area behind 
the school and around the high school track.   The main road through town has a 
sidewalk, although local representatives expressed concern that it was too narrow.   
 
The Walkabout 
Grant writer Brian Kirkendoll wanted to show the group one vision for a walking path 
along the Guyandotte River from the school to the Best Western Motel south of town.  
There is access to a river terrace from behind the school.  Figure 1 shows portions of the 
path from the school and the terrace.  The terrace has ample width to accommodate a 
path (Figure 2).  However, some sedimentation was noted on the terrace, indicating that 
the river had risen to this level at some point recently and flooding would be a concern.  
As depicted in Figures 1 and 3, pŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ άƎŀǊōŀƎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ 
and along the banks.  It was noted that development of the riverfront would provide a 
new perspective on the river.  Experience around the country has demonstrated that 
this new perspective generates pride in and concern for the river and promotes viewing 
the river as a resource and that clean-up of the river occurs in a relatively short period 
of time.   
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The group then drove to a riverfront access/green space area.  South of this area, the 
aforementioned terrace on the west side of the river no longer exists due to the location 
of US 119 (Corridor G).  There are several bridge piers in this area and the earth and rock 
fill on the south end of the bridge slopes steeply to the river.  Some of these obstacles 
are shown in Figure 4.  Developing a pathway under the bridge and around the highway 
fill presents engineering challenges.  Ideas suggested included suspending a portion of 
the path from the underside of the bridge and building a boardwalk-type walkway on 
the outside of the fill, above the river.  Ron Eck noted that in Richmond, Virginia, a 
pedestrian bridge is suspended beneath a highway bridge crossing the James River 
(Figures 5 and 6 present images of this arrangement).  He mentioned that finding a way 
for the trail to negotiate this area might make a suitable project for the WVU Engineers 
Without Borders student group.   

 
The group then drove south to the Best Western motel.  Although heavily vegetated, 
there is a narrow terrace area above the river in this area with scenic views (Figure 7).  
Due to the thick vegetation, it was not apparent if there was another terrace closer to 
the river.  With parking potentially available at the motel, this would make a logical trail 
head location.  It was estimated that total length of the trail between the school and the 
motel would be approximately one mile.   

 
The group also examined a level open area along the railroad tracks on the east side of 
town.  As shown in Figures 8 and 9, given the terrain and the lack of any obstructions 
such as buildings and thick vegetation, this area has promise for trail or walking path 
development.  Since the rail line is activeΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άǊŀƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘǊŀƛƭΦέ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ of these trails are being developed each year, railroads usually object 
to trails adjacent to active rail lines.  Therefore, special efforts are needed to 
demonstrate that the trail can safely exist with the rail line.  (See Resources)   

 
Summary 
West Virginia on the Move was pleased by the large turnout of interested and 
concerned local representatives.  Such enthusiasm for walking and biking and the 
facilities which support them is a positive sign.  The focus on trails and the connections 
they provide, not only in town but to other parts of the county as well, is commendable.  
Based on the walkabout, both a trail along the river and a trail along the railroad appear 
feasible.  It is also apparent that each offers technical and institutional challenges that 
must be overcome.        
 
Time did not permit a walkabout through the business and residential areas of town.  If 
desired, another walkabout through the business and residential areas could be done to 
assess the walkability of these areas and potentially fruitful connections.     
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Recommendations 
 

1. Pursue development of a trail along the river   
 
2. Pursue development of a trail along the railroad 

 
Resources 
 
Peggy Pings, Outdoor Recreation Planner  
Rivers & Trails Program, National Park Service 
P.O. Box 6125, Morgantown, WV 26506-6125 
Phone: (304) 293-7528  
E-mail: mpings@wvu.edu  
 
Mike Pollard, Logan County WVU Extension Agent 
E-mail: MSPollard@mail.wvu.edu  
 
Bill Robinson, WVDOT, State Trails Coordinator 
Phone: (304) 558-9615 

 
Hatfield-McCoy Trail System, (800) 592-2217 
 
Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) -The mission of the West Virginia LTAP Center 
is to foster a safe and efficient transportation system which enhances the economic 
development of West Virginia by improving skills and increasing knowledge of the 
transportation workforce and decision makers. This includes technical assistance with 
respect to walkability, pedestrian facilities and traffic safety. 
Website: wvltap.wvu.edu      
Ron Eck: Senior Advisor, WVLTAP, Civil and Environmental Engineering, West Virginia 

University 
Phone: (304) 293-3031, ext 2627 
E-mail: Ronald.Eck@mail.wvu.edu   
 
Engineers Without Borders (EWB) at WVU - is a chapter of the non-profit humanitarian 
organization established to partner with developing communities worldwide in order to 
improve their quality of life. This partnership involves the implementation of sustainable 
engineering projects, while involving and training internationally responsible engineers 
and engineering students. 
Email: CEMR-EWB@mail.wvu.edu  
Website: http://ewb.studentorgs.wvu.edu  

 

mailto:mpings@wvu.edu
mailto:MSPollard@mail.wvu.edu
mailto:Ronald.Eck@mail.wvu.edu
mailto:CEMR-EWB@mail.wvu.edu
http://ewb.studentorgs.wvu.edu/
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The Federal Highway Administration report Rails-with-Trails: Lessons Learned (Literature 
Review, Current Practices, Conclusions)  
Report available at:  www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/rectrails/rwt/                          
 
West Virginia Rails to Trails Council 
Website: www.wvrtc.org   
Email: bikenhike@gillumhouse.com           
 
Rails to Trails Conservancy - is a nonprofit organization working with communities to 
preserve unused rail corridors by transforming them into trails, enhancing the health of 
America's environment, economy, neighborhoods and people. 
Website: www.Railstotrails.org             
Phone: (202) 331-9696 
 
Safe Routes to School -The program provides funds for infrastructure changes to create 
safe routes to school that are within two miles of a K-8 school.  Information about 
WVDOT grant programs for sidewalks, trails and other non-motorized activities can be 
found at: 
Website:  http://www.wvdot.com/3_roadways/rp/3d5_intermodal.htm      
 
The Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center (PBIC) - is a national clearinghouse for 
information about health and safety, engineering, advocacy, education, enforcement, 
access, and mobility for pedestrians (including transit users) and bicyclists. The PBIC 
serves anyone interested in pedestrian and bicycle issues, including planners, engineers, 
private citizens, advocates, educators, police enforcement, and the health community. 
Website:  www.walkinginfo.org      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/rectrails/rwt/
http://www.wvrtc.org/
mailto:bikenhike@gillumhouse.com
http://www.railstotrails.org/
http://www.wvdot.com/3_roadways/rp/3d5_intermodal.htm
http://www.walkinginfo.org/
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Figure 1.  Part of Path from School and Portion of Terrace Along Guyandotte River in  
                Chapmanville. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 2.  Portion of Terrace Along Guyandotte River Near School.   
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Figure 3.  Guyandotte River in Chapmanville with Items of Garbage in River.      
 
 

 
 
Figure 4.  Obstacles to Trail Location Created by Bridge Piers and Roadway Fill at South  
                 End of US 119 Bridge Structure.  
 
 


